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a delusion,, particularly the former, but it would be just as much
a snare and a delusion to substitute for it any reformed democratic
system., any party dictatorship, any form of government which
might suit other lands but would not suit Germany. He expressly
warned the National Socialists against reverting to class-war
methods, for the use of these would not be tolerated. He devoted
the rest of the speech to another exposition of the details of the
government's programme and another homily on the spiritual and
religious foundations of the state, which announced that the
government would proceed with complete confidence to reform
the constitution back to the original class basis on which Germany
had grown great, ending with the cry: "With Hindenburg for
Germany." The Republican wheel had gone full circle; the nation
had gone back constitutionally to where it was in 1914, to clique
rule with a president's chair instead of a monarch's throne for
centre, and with the personnel of the clique altered only by the
ravages of time.
It was from one point of view a useful reminder to the nation
that puerilities like the events of that day were the sheerest waste
of time, that if there had been no presidial government and so no
emergency decrees nothing would have been done to relieve the
national distress, that all the parties were justifying up to the hilt
their reputation for stupid obstructionism, and that it was high
time to proceed to drastic reform of the existing system if Germany
was to resist the waves of revolutionism that were assailing her on
both sides. If the speech marks the apotheosis in posse of the
Second Reich (revised version) it marks in esse the final failure of
the parliamentary party system.
Writing just after the dissolution Westarp, surveying the history
of the Republic from the point of view of an honest, old-fashioned,
and not unintelligent Nationalist, said:
No one believes that the Reichspresident and the presidial cabinet
—whatever the results of the coming election—can give way
without a struggle, and that the parties will then be in a position
to occupy as before the positions evacuated by the government*
Constitutional law and politics are in a transition stage. Even the
enthusiasts for democracy and the champions of the glory of

